
	 Themes
	Publication
	Description
	Due Date

	Science Heroes:  Making Life Better
	Odyssey
	
	11/15/10

	Elves and Reindeer
	Irish’s Story Playhouse
	Christmas stories and poetry featuring the elves and the reindeer who pull Santa's Sleigh.
	11/30/10

	Kids Lead the Way: Kids Who Do Amazing Things
	Faces
	October issue
	11/30/10

	Transportation, Pedestrian Safety, Bike Safety
	Stories for Children
	May 2011 issue
	12/1/10

	Ghost Stories
	Appleseeds
	October 2011 theme:  Ghosts, monsters, and other scary creatures-- both real and imagined.
	12/1/10

	Joyful Living
	Pockets
	July 2011 Issue:  Jesus said that he came so that we may “have life and have it abundantly” (see John 10:10).  This issue should celebrate the sheer joy of being alive and living as a child of God. What does it mean to live joyfully? What is the source of our joy? What is the difference between ignoring or denying problems and living with deep joy? How does our abundant living impact those around us? These are some of the questions we want to explore in this issue. Elements of summer fun are also appropriate here.
	12/1/10

	Pearl Harbor: World War II Comes to America
	Cobblestone
	Nov. / Dec. Issue
	12/1/10

	What's for Dinner in the Roman World (follow Julius Caesar on his conquests around the Mediterranean)
	Calliope
	January 2012 Issue
	12/30/10

	Cosmetics/Hair/Jewelry
	Dig
	Jan. 2012 Issue
	12/30/10

	Young at Heart
	Chicken Soup for the Soul
	So, you’ve crossed that magic age and you are ready to retire or start a second career. But you’re not ready to stop living! You feel energetic and young and there is still so much to see and do and enjoy. We are looking for stories that will share with our readers humorous and fun adventures from those who are actively enjoying their "senior years!" Tell us about your new careers, your volunteer work, your sports and sports cars, your new love interest, your travels, your families and all of those things you always wanted to do that you are finally doing now that you have the time.
	12/31/10

	Teens
	Chicken Soup for the Soul
	A completely new book on one of our most requested topics – TEENS. The stories in this book, written almost entirely by teens, will be stories that you will want to read again and again. They will serve as your guide on topics such as the daily pressures of life, love, school, friendships, parents and much more. We are looking for stories that will encourage you, inspire you, make you laugh, make you cry and show you that, as tough as things can get, you are not alone. The deadline date for story submissions is December 31, 2010.
	12/31/10

	Mothers and Daughters
	Chicken Soup for the Soul
	Mothers and daughters… they are, at the same time, very similar and also completely unique. Mothers show daughters who they will become. Daughters live out mothers’ dreams. Through birth, childhood, teen years, adulthood, grandchildren, aging, and every step in between, this relationship can be the best, the hardest, and the sweetest. The deadline date for story submissions is December 31, 2010. This title will not publish until 2012.
	12/31/10

	Star Spangled Banner
	Patchwork Path
	How Are You Living the American Dream?

Choice Publishing Group (Choice) is collecting stories about living the American Dream for their new book Patchwork Path: Star Spangled Banner.

Choice is looking for original stories and essays from 250 to 2000 words about how you're living the American Dream. Each submission will be reviewed and considered based on creativity, originality, concept, and style. Reading will be continuous and submissions will be considered as they arrive. Not all works will be accepted. There is NO Entry or Reading Fee. The deadline for submissions is December 31, 2010. Authors receive $50 for each published story.
	12/31/10

	Superheroes, Famous People, Freedom, Summertime Fun
	Stories For Children
	June/July Summer Issue
	1/1/11

	Civil War Kids
	Appleseeds
	Nov./Dec. 2011 Theme:  A look at the role played by children in the Civil War-- for the 150th anniversary of the start of the Civil War.
	1/1/11

	Living In Community
	Pockets
	August 2011 Issue:  Children are part of many communities—families, neighborhoods, churches, schools, teams, and even the world. Community implies both benefits and responsibilities. What are the good things that come from community? What are our responsibilities as Christians to make our communities pleasant, healthy places to be? How do we “make the world a better place” (even if it’s only a tiny part of the world) in the way we participate in and interact with our communities?
	1/1/11

	Mount Vernon: Presidential Home
	Cobblestone
	January Issue
	1/3/11

	Soccer and Its Impact on the World
	Faces
	Nov./Dec. Issue
	1/3/11

	Too, Too Much:  Addiction
	Odyssey
	Substance abuse isn't the only harmful addiction. Too much (and in some cases too little) of something - Web surfing, texting, gaming, eating or not eating, shopping, speed, even exercise - can be considered addictive behavior. What is the physiological and psychological basis for addiction? A new look at the causes and techniques for identifying, avoiding, and overcoming addiction, with an emphasis on technology. 
	1/18/11

	Mapping Egypt's Valley of the Kings
	Dig
	Feb. 2012 issue
	1/28/11

	Confucius
	Calliope
	February 2012 Issue
	1/28/11

	Canada
	Chicken Soup for the Soul
	If you are Canadian, we are looking for stories from you! Send us your inspirational, humorous, or heartwarming stories. They don't have to specifically be about Canada -- they just have to be Chicken Soup for the Soul stories that take place in Canada or are written by Canadians. If you are not Canadian but you have a great story that took place in Canada (examples would be American college student at McGill, stranded travelers in Newfoundland on 9/11, great vacation stories) that is fine too. The deadline for story submissions is January 30, 2011.
	1/30/11

	Can You Hear Me Now? Communication Through the Years
	Cobblestone
	February Issue
	2/1/11

	Encouraging Others
	Pockets
	Sept. 2011 Issue:  In the midst of the complex problems children face, simply encouraging someone may seem insignificant. But haven’t we all been helped through difficult times by encouraging words or gestures? Often we are so absorbed in our own problems or so consumed by the negative messages around us that we simply don’t think to encourage others. Or perhaps we don’t see how powerful our encouraging words and acts can be. We want to help children see what it means to encourage others and how doing so may make a difference in someone else’s life. We don’t want to suggest that a child can “fix” someone else’s problems. Instead we want to affirm that encouraging words and actions are among the ways that each of us can show God’s love to those around us.
	2/1/11

	Thailand
	Faces
	Jan. 2012
	2/4/11

	You Are There…In a Rainforest
	Appleseeds
	Jan. 2012 Theme Issue:  Exploring rainforests around the world-- who lives in them and how and why, as well as their importance to our Earth.
	2/15/11

	Slimes (and All Sorts of Messy Science)
	Odyssey
	"Slimes" refer to cave microbial life. Some researchers say slimes and algae could be used as a source of power. You might not think nanotechnology is messy, but its critics say self-replicating machines could reduce our world to a "gray sludge." Research and propose an article, interview, or activity about the messiest science you can think of. 
	2/21/11

	The Perfect Storm: Weather, Climate, and Us (historical events affected by the weather)
	Calliope
	March 2012 Issue
	2/26/11

	The Perfect Storm: Weather, Climate and Us (finds that offer evidence of climate change and otherwise)
	Dig
	March 2012 issue
	2/26/11

	Devotional Stories for Times of Trouble
	Chicken Soup for the Soul
	Life has always been filled with trials, including illness, job loss, grief, addictions, and much more. God never promised that our earthly lives would be without difficulties, but he assured us that he will always be with us to share our burdens. If you have a brief true story (up to 500 words) that shows God's presence during a time of trouble, please share it along with an applicable Bible verse and a 2-3 sentence prayer. You will receive $100 for each published devotion. ($100 due to the shorter word count than our regular books.) The deadline date for submissions is February 28, 2011.
	2/28/11

	Myths and Their Makers (both retellings and Articles), Fortune Cookies, Fractured Fairy Tales
	Stories For Children
	August/September Issue (Back-to-School Issue)
	3/1/11

	The Perfect Storm: Weather, Climate and Us
	Cobblestone
	March Issue
	3/1/11

	Let Your Light Shine
	Pockets
	October 2011 Issue:  In October, as we anticipate the celebration of All Saints’ Day on November 1, we often focus on heroes and role models. This issue is slightly different as we encourage kids to consider how they, by living as Christian disciples, may act as role models and faith heroes for others. The emphasis is on faithful living in our everyday lives and how that way of life has the possibility of bringing the light of Christ to those around us.
	3/1/11

	U.S. Regions: Mid-Atlantic States
	Faces
	February issue
	3/4/11

	Viking Alert!
	Appleseeds
	Feb. 2012 IssueL  A look at the daring adventurers of the past, their adventures as well as their myths and stories. 
	3/15/11

	Can You Hear Me Now?
	Odyssey
	A look at The Search for Extraterrestrial Life (SETI) in the 21st century. Exoplanets. Should we be broadcasting our location? Are we making headway in the search for ETs? New approaches in the search.  
	3/21/10

	Saladin
	Calliope
	April 2012 Issue
	3/30/11

	Uncovered Boats: Sunk and Found!
	Dig
	April 2012 issue
	3/30/11

	Star of Hope
	Patchwork Path
	What gives you hope?

Choice Publishing Group (Choice) is collecting stories about hope for their new book Patchwork Path: Star of Hope.

Choice is looking for original stories and essays from 250 to 2000 words about hope. Each submission will be reviewed and considered based on creativity, originality, concept, and style. Reading will be continuous and submissions will be considered as they arrive. Not all works will be accepted. There is NO Entry or Reading Fee. The deadline for submissions is March 31, 2011. Authors receive $50 for each published story.
	3/31/11

	Mischief Night, Salem Witchcraft Trials, the Unexplained, Ghost Stories
	Stories For Children
	October 2011 Issue
	4/1/11

	Hospitality
	Pockets
	November 2011 Issue:  Themes of welcoming and hospitality seem perfect for November, a month when many of us give thanks for our blessings and feel prompted to share with others. How are Christians called to be hospitable? How can we welcome others in our communities, churches, and schools and make them feel that they are wanted and special? How can we “entertain angels without knowing it” (Hebrews 13:2 nrsv)? How does the spirit of hospitality that Thanksgiving engenders remain with us throughout the year?
	4/1/11

	The Great Ship Titanic
	Cobblestone
	April Issue
	4/1/11

	The Perfect Storm: Weather, Climate and Us
	Faces
	March issue
	4/4/11

	The Reformation
	Calliope
	May/June 2012 Issue
	4/28/11

	Games and Toys
	Dig
	May/June 2012 issue
	4/28/11

	Brides and Weddings
	Chicken Soup for the Soul
	You are engaged! How lucky you are to have found that one person you want to share the rest of your life with. We are looking for stories about this very special experience in your life. From the proposal, to the planning, to actual wedding day events are both touching and hilarious - these stories will capture your heart and your emotions. Stories from the groom or the proud parents would be great too! Please share the memories that were created during this special time in your life. The deadline date for story submissions is April 30, 2011.
	4/30/11

	Cultures Around the World
	Stories for Children
	November 2011 issue
	5/1/11

	Welcoming Jesus
	Pockets
	Dec. 2012 Issue:  Advent, the four weeks before Christmas, is a time of great excitement. This issue should help children understand that there is a much greater reason for excitement than the activities of Christmas Eve and Christmas morning. The focus of this issue is helping children understand what Jesus’ birth means for them and for the world. This issue definitely has many elements of the celebrative fun of Christmas and Epiphany, but we also want to help children remember that Advent is about preparing to receive the gift of God’s son. It is this gift that we hope children receive over and over again each year to shape their lives.
	5/1/11

	The Perfect Storm
	Appleseeds
	March 2012:  A featured topic for all of the Cobblestone magazines, including a focus on climate, weather, and the environment.
	5/1/11

	Take a Ride on the NYC Subway
	Cobblestone
	May/June Issue
	5/2/11

	What's So Funny? Humor Around the World
	Faces
	April issue
	5/6/11

	Marriage and Married Life
	Chicken Soup for the Soul
	Whether you are newly married or have been married for years and years, the stories in this book will capture your imagination, inspire you, make you laugh and touch your heart. We are looking for stories that will celebrate the commitment two people make when they say their vows. Tell us about your relationship. What makes it work? How did the comfort of your mate guide you through challenging times? What is the most important thing in your relationship? How did you try to change your mate? Did it work?! The deadline date for story submissions is May 30, 2011.
	5/30/11

	Fun Places to Visit, Spies and Their Disguises, Mystery
	Stories For Children
	December/January Issue (Holiday Issue)
	6/1/11

	Keeping It Green: The Life of Frederick Law Olmsted
	Cobblestone
	July / August Issue
	6/1/11

	Queen Elizabeth II: The Diamond Jubilee
	Faces
	May/June issue
	6/3/11

	Dogs, Dogs, and More Dogs
	Appleseeds
	April 2012 Issue:  A focus on our canine companions as pets, workers, explorers and more.
	6/15/11

	King Arthur
	Calliope
	July / August 2012
	6/25/11

	Reptiles: More Than Just Dinosaurs
	Dig
	July/August 2012
	6/25/11

	Baby’s Block
	Patchwork Path
	Choice Publishing Group (Choice) is collecting stories about babies for their new book Patchwork Path: Baby's Block.

Choice is looking for original stories and essays from 250 to 2000 words about babies. Each submission will be reviewed and considered based on creativity, originality, concept, and style. Reading will be continuous and submissions will be considered as they arrive. Not all works will be accepted. There is NO Entry or Reading Fee. The deadline for submissions is June 30, 2011. Authors receive $50 for each published story.
	6/30/11

	Kids' Choice: Our Readers Pick Their Favorite Places
	Faces
	July/August
	7/8/11

	How the World Works:  Behind the Scenes at an Amusement Park
	Appleseeds
	May/June 2012  Issue:  The first in a new series on "how the world works," looking at all kinds of amusement parks around the world.
	7/15/11

	Families, Giving, Sharing the World Around Us, and the Home
	Stories for Children
	February 2012 Issue
	8/1/11

	States, Countries, Cities, and Our Neighborhoods
	Stories for Children
	March 2012 Issue
	9/1/11

	Going to Extremes
	Appleseeds
	July/August 2012 Issue:  Daring, extreme, outrageous adventures in sports, games, science, and exploration.
	9/1/11

	Current Wish List
	Highlights
	FICTION CATEGORIES

Rebus Stories (Ages 4 to 6), up to 115 words, Joëlle Dujardin, Associate Editor:  We are currently looking for all types of rebuses. 

Fiction for Beginning Readers (Ages 6 to 8), up to 500 words, Joëlle Dujardin:Humorous stories , Folktales , Holiday stories , Sports stories 

Fiction for Independent Readers (Ages 8 to 12), up to 800 words, Joëlle Dujardin:  Adventure stories , Historical fiction , Sports stories , Mystery stories 

NONFICTION CATEGORIES
Nonfiction for Beginning Readers (Ages 4 to 8), up to 500 words, Debra Hess, Senior Editor:  Highlights is currently seeking nonfiction submissions for our younger readers that provide a window into the religious and cultural diversity of America. We are also currently seeking articles that focus on animals and their habitats. Please include a bibliography and an expert review with all nonfiction articles. 

Science, 800 words (two-page features), 400 words (one-page features), 50 words (activities), Andy Boyles, Science Editor:  Features about kids involved in science; Scientists studying high-interest animals in their natural habitats; Short, quick, easy, fun science activities 

History/World Cultures, up to 800 words, Carolyn Yoder, Senior Editor:  Fun, humorous, kid-friendly articles; Presidential (but NOT Washington and Lincoln) and patriotic pieces; Need anecdotal articles, rather than broad interviews; American holidays, specifically Thanksgiving, Easter, Christmas, Passover, Hanukkah, and little-known holidays; World-cultures pieces. ALL COUNTRIES. We want intimate snapshots of life in another country. 

One-Page Activities, up to 275 words, Linda Rose, Assistant Editor:  Indoor and outdoor games that kids aren't likely to know already, especially those that involve exercise, creativity, and/or humor ; Activities and games kids can do by themselves; Card or magic tricks that don't require special equipment; Body-teaser challenges (ex: "With your heels against the wall, can you bend forward and pick up a quarter in front of your toes?"); How-to's or tips (particular skills in sports, arts, etc. – even tips on how to clean their rooms).  We prefer activities that require neither parental supervision nor materials kids aren't likely to have handy. All articles should have a clear focus and relevance to kids.

Puzzles, Games, Recipes, and Activities, Linda Rose, Assistant Editor:  Logic puzzles, visual puzzles, math puzzles, word fun—but nothing that requires writing in the book; Puzzles that lend themselves to strong visuals are a big plus! See our "Picture Puzzler" page in each issue for examples.



 
 

	updated on 6/16/10

	“Disaster – Helpers”

“Motors and Engines”

“Fathers and Sons”

“Animal Training”

“Teeth”

Sources of Energy

“Winter”

“The Price of Freedom”

“Fun With My Sister”

Tools

Fun With Food
	Boys’ Quest
	Open themes
	Oct. 2011

Dec. 2011

Feb. 2012

April 2012

June 2012

Aug. 2012

Dec. 2012

Feb. 2013

April 2013

June 2013

Aug. 2013

	“Summertime”

Long Ago
	Hopscotch
	Open Themes
	Aug. 2014

Oct. 2014

	“Fun With Friends”

“How Things Are Made”

“Friends With Disabilities” 

“Breaking the Code”
	Fun For Kidz
	Open Themes
	July 2011

Nov. 2012

July 2013

Sept. 2013


Last updated on:  11/1/10


