
	 Themes
	Publication
	Description
	Due Date

	Inspiration For Nurses
	Chicken Soup For the Soul Books
	This will be our third book for nurses with coauthor LeAnn Thieman.We all know that times are tough in healthcare today. Nurses are dedicated and caring professionals who are doing more... with less. We are looking for true stories that will inspire, support, motivate and nurture those in the nursing profession. These true stories can be serious or humorous. They should be heartwarming and uplifting stories that will make our readers laugh, cry, sigh or just say, "Wow!" The deadline for story and poem submissions is November 30, 2014
	Nov. 30, 2014

	Competition
	Pockets
	(July 2015) Competition for Pockets readers could be many things: striving to make the best grades, wanting to have the coolest clothes, trying to be the best player on the soccer team or in the school orchestra, or consistently vying to be the center of attention. Competition can be healthy when it encourages us to do our best, but it is unhealthy when it causes us to make “winning” too important. We want this issue to help children examine their motives for competing and the role of competition in their lives. Does competing make them feel energetic and excited? Do they like to be with other competitors because of their shared interest? Or does competition make them anxious or cause them to dislike those with whom they are competing? Do they find themselves thinking that being first or best is more important than anything else? We want to invite children to view the competitive arenas of their lives (as we want them to view all of their lives) in light of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
	Dec. 1, 2014

	Animal Intelligence
	Appleseeds
	Animal Intelligence [Sept 2015] How smart are animals? What amazing things are we learning about their intelligence?
	Dec. 1, 2014

	Space
	Odyssey
	Sept 2015 
Annual Space Issue 
Join ODYSSEY’s first annual September celebration of all things space science, including this year’s biggest news and the top events of 2016. 

Query due date: 12/1/14  


	Dec. 1, 2014

	Wild Wild West
	Guardian Angel Kids
	(Feb. issue)
	Dec. 1, 2014

	Little Known Civil War Heroes
	Cobblestone
	Little-Known Civil War Heroes (Nov/Dec 2015)
	Dec. 2, 2014

	Cats and Their Significance Around the World
	Faces
	Cats and Their Significance Around the World (Oct 2015)
	Dec. 5, 2014

	What are the Chances?
	ASK
	Sept. 2015 issue: If you know the odds, you've got an edge. Probability of various catastrophes; probability in games; John Kerrich flipping coins; tricks for test-taking; finding gold by averages in leaves
	Dec. 15, 2014

	Rome In Africa
	Dig Into History
	January 2016: Rome in Africa
	Dec. 19, 2014

	Dreams & Premonitions
	Chicken Soup For the Soul Books
	When we are asleep, we dream. Are dreams a connection to the unconscious mind? Are they omens of things to come - both good and bad? In our dreams we can be anything we want to be. We are looking for stories about your dreams and the impact they have had on your life. What have you learned from your dreams? Did your dreams come true? Did a dream strengthen your faith or help you change the direction your life was headed in? Did a dream serve as a warning about something that was going to happen? The deadline for story and poem submissions is December 31, 2014.
	Dec. 31, 2014

	Support for Therapists/Mental Health Professionals
	Chicken Soup for the Soul Books
	Therapists and mental health counselors listen to people's problems all day. But where's the "chicken soup for the soul" for them? Who supports the therapists and mental health professionals? We’re looking for stories from therapists and mental health professionals about how you get through your day. How do you separate your clients' pain from your own life? Share your advice and support with your colleagues. And if you have been client of one of these fine professionals and you want to tell them how much they helped you, for moral support, please submit your story as well. The deadline for story and poem submissions is December 31, 2014.
	Dec. 31, 2014

	Time to Thrive
	Chicken Soup for the Soul Books
	This title deliberately has a double meaning: 1) You need to make time in your busy life to thrive; and 2) It's time to thrive-no more putting off those life changes you know you should make. If you have a story about taking time to thrive, i.e. pursue a passion, find your purpose, improve your wellbeing, or if you realized it was time to thrive and you did something about it, we want to hear from you. Were you stuck in the same old routine for years? Did you feel that your life had no purpose? What did you do to transform yourself and create balance and meaning in your life? Did you start a completely new career, have a travel adventure or find a new hobby? Was it a new love interest or an attitude adjustment that helped you thrive? We want to hear your stories. Stories can be serious or funny, but we definitely want them to inspire our readers to take that first step towards happiness, fulfillment, and growth. The deadline for story and poem submissions is December 31, 2014.
	Dec. 31, 2014

	Loneliness
	Pockets
	(August 2015) One of the paradoxes of our age is that we are, arguably, both more connected and more isolated than ever. One of our Kids’ Advisory Board members reported that other children she encountered in an on-line game (with the benefit of anonymity) made comments questioning whether anyone truly cares about them and expressing the wish that someone would love them. Sad as this is, it’s perhaps not surprising. In our highly mobile, extremely busy, increasingly impersonal society, many people are lonely. Many of us live far from extended family and may not even know our neighbors. Technology encourages us to interact with others through devices instead of face-to-face. Violence causes us to spend more time behind locked doors, and even then we may be suspicious of others. Consequently, we find ourselves increasingly isolated from one another. Children do not escape this phenomenon. Perhaps they have difficulty making friends. Perhaps their families are too busy or in too much turmoil to offer comfort and companionship. Perhaps the families themselves are isolated from the larger community. Through this issue we want to help children understand that they are never truly alone, that God is with them always. We want to offer them comfort as well as creative ways to deal with their loneliness.
	Jan. 1, 2015

	Melodic Music
	Guardian Angel Kids
	(March issue)
	Jan. 1, 2015

	Growing Up on Plymouth Plantation
	Appleseeds
	Growing Up on Plymouth Plantation [Oct 2015] Another in our series about what it was like to be a kid growing up as a Pilgrim at Plymouth Plantation.
	Jan. 1, 2015

	Wild West Shows
	Cobblestone
	Wild West Shows (Jan 2016)
	Jan. 2, 2015

	Weird But True: Body Facts
	Odyssey
	Oct 2015 
Weird But True: Body Facts 
Is there anything more fascinating—and embarrassing and confusing—than the body? Answering questions many teens and tweens have (whether they admit it or not) and providing unforgettable fun facts. 
Query due date: 1/5/15  

	Jan. 5, 2015

	The Outback
	Faces
	The Outback (Nov/Dec 2015)
	Jan. 6, 2015

	City Through Time--Istanbul
	Dig Into History
	February 2016: City Through Time – Istanbul (1/30/15)
	Jan. 30, 2015

	Stories About the Chirstmas Season
	Chicken Soup For the Soul Books
	Our holiday books are very popular. We do a new edition every other year and so we are now collecting stories for our Christmas 2015 book. Share your special stories about the holiday season - including Chanukah and Kwanzaa - from inspirational and joyous, to heartwarming and humorous. Remember all of the stories in our Christmas books are "Santa Safe" - we don't want to spoil the magic for children. The deadline for story and poem submissions is January 31, 2015.
	Jan. 31, 2015

	Choices
	Pockets
	(September 2015) Just as it is for us, life for children is full of choices and temptations. To do homework or spend an extra hour watching YouTube videos? To ignore a shy newcomer or go out of your way to include him or her? To cheat on a test or risk being grounded for getting a bad grade? To experiment, just this once, with alcohol to impress daring friends or risk being ostracized? To speak up for what you believe or remain silent and let others assume you agree with them? So how do we choose? And how do our choices impact our lives and our relationships with others? How do we find the strength to avoid temptations and make the right choices? How do we help others to make good choices? And where do we find grace and forgiveness when we’ve made the wrong choice?
	Feb. 1, 2015

	Kinds of Clouds
	Guardian Angel Kids
	(April issue)
	Feb. 1, 2015

	Blood
	ASK
	for Oct. 2015 issue: What is blood? What does it do, and why do we have it? circulation; transfusions and artificial blood; vampire bats; fake blood for movies; blue blooded crabs; whale’s super blood
	Feb. 1, 2015

	Stories In Music
	Appleseeds
	Stories in Music [Nov/Dec 2015]  What is opera? How does it tell stories through music? What goes on behind the scenes of an opera house? How do these amazing performances get created? Includes kid opera performers, how kids are getting involved, the kinds of jobs that are done in an opera company, and a peek backstage at one of the famous opera companies in the United States.
	Feb. 1, 2015

	The Theory of Relativity
	Odyssey
	Nov/Dec 2015 
Relativity's 100th Anniversary 
We wish happy birthday to the famous theory with a look at the ways Einstein’s work continues to influence physicists today—and to inspire thinkers in a wide range of disciplines. 
Query due date: 2/2/15  

	Feb. 2, 2015

	Angel Island
	Cobblestone
	Angel Island (Feb 2016)
	Feb. 3, 2015

	New Year Celebrations Around the Globe
	Faces
	Happy New Year: Celebrations Around the Globe(Jan 2016)
	Feb. 3, 2015

	Volunteering and Giving Back
	Chicken Soup For the Soul Books
	We’re making another book about volunteering! How has your life been changed by volunteering? Have you been a volunteer in a hospital, a school or in your community? What have you done with your life that makes you feel good and has also made this world a better place? What have you done to make a difference in the lives of others? Or do you want to thank a volunteer who helped you? Share your true stories about how you found purpose, passion, and joy in your life or how a volunteer helped you. And by volunteer, we mean an unpaid position, so save those stories about paid heroes in your life for another book! The deadline for story and poem submissions is December 31, 2014.
	Feb. 15, 2015

	Revolutionary Women
	Dig Into History
	March 2016: Eleanor of Aquitaine (2/27/15)
	Feb. 27, 2015

	Role Models
	Pockets
	(October 2015) We’ve all heard of the poorly behaved sports or entertainment star who says that it’s not his or her job to be a role model for children. And we ourselves tend to forget that we are role models—whether of good traits or bad ones—in all that we do. Children are always looking up to someone. But how often do they think of themselves as role models? This issue should help children understand that they too are called to be role models of the Christian life to those around them, to both adults and other children. Paul’s words to Timothy inspire us here: “Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity” (1 Timothy 4:12, NRSV).
	March 1, 2015

	Friendship 
	Guardian Angel Kids
	(May issue)
	March 1, 2015

	Revolutionary Women
	Cobblestone
	Revolutionary Women (Mar 2016)
	March 3, 2015

	Istanbul
	Faces
	Great Cities of the World: Istanbul (Feb 2016)
	March 3, 2015

	Making Stuff
	ASK
	for Nov./Dec. 2015 issue: Long ago, people made everything they needed. Why not give it a try?

Pioneer skills; living history town or farm; 3d printers; how to make soap, cloth, other item; Plastic from milk; DIY cell phone; Makerspaces; making stuff from recycled material
	March 15, 2015

	Ancient Mexico
	Appleseeds
	You Are There: Ancient Mexico [Jan 2016]  In our continuing series of “you are there” in specific periods, a look at ancient Mexico and the civilizations of the Aztec and Maya.
	March 15, 2015

	Divination
	Dig Into History
	April 2016: Divination (worldwide – for example: oracle bones in China, animal livers in Rome) (3/27/15)
	March 27, 2015

	Make Your Own Luck
	Chicken Soup For the Soul Books
	Luck is not always just chance. You have to be ready and willing to seize the opportunities that are in front of you and make your own good things happen. How did you take advantage of chance events and make the most of them? How did you make the most of what life has to offer? How did your positive outlook change the direction your life was taking? We also would love to publish amazing stories of just plain serendipity. The deadline for story and poem submissions is March 31, 2015.
	March 31, 2015

	Think Possible
	Chicken Soup for the Soul Books
	We all know the story about the little engine that could: I think I can, I think I can, I think I can... Almost anything is possible if you think you can. You can dream big, overcome challenges and turn adversity into opportunity. You can change your outlook and listen to your heart and move forward into the life you want. How did you "think possible" and how did it change your life? The deadline for story and poem submissions is March 31, 2015.
	March 31, 2015

	Enough
	Pockets
	(November 2015) What is enough? We live in a society that encourages us to buy, buy, buy. Whether we admit it or not, we often behave as if happiness is just one more purchase away…and then one more…and then one more. And what do we do with all that stuff? Use it up and throw it out, or stow it away somewhere and forget about it. We don’t like to consider how these tendencies affect the people in developing nations who produce much of what we consume. Our children watch and learn from our behavior. How do we help them understand that the world has limited resources; and therefore, we must practice good stewardship of money and things? How do we help children understand that happiness doesn’t depend on wearing the best clothes or having the newest toy? Are we ever truly thankful in the midst of trying to obtain more?
	April 1, 2015

	Man-Made Marvels
	Cobblestone
	Man-Made Marvels (Apr 2016)
	April 1, 2015

	Picnic
	Guardian Angel Kids
	(June issue)
	April 1, 2015

	Hidden Earth
	Odyssey
	Jan 2016 
"Hidden" Earth 
ODYSSEY journeys to the most hard-to-reach locations on Earth. Who’s exploring them, and what’s still waiting to be discovered?  

Query due date: 4/2/15  

	April 2, 2015

	Kenya
	Faces
	Kenya (Mar 2016)
	April 7, 2015

	Soccer
	Appleseeds
	Soccer [Feb 2016]  It's one of the most popular sports in the world...a look at the game of soccer, from kids all the way to the World Cup.
	April 15, 2014

	India's Ganges River
	Dig Into History
	May/June 2016: India’s Ganges River (4/24/15)
	April 24, 2015

	Joy
	Pockets
	(Dec. 2015) The December issue of Pockets takes on a life of its own as we turn to Advent themes such as waiting, hoping, journeying, giving, and sharing love, joy, and peace. This issue should help children begin to understand how Jesus’ birth, God’s incarnation, is made new for them each Advent and Christmas and how this sense of Emmanuel, God with us, guides our lives throughout the year.
	May 1, 2015

	National Parks and Conservation
	Cobblestone
	National Parks and Conservation (May/Jun 2016)
	May 1, 2015

	Dinosaurs Do
	Guardian Angel Kids
	(July issue)
	May 1, 2015

	City: 2116
	Odyssey
	Feb 2016 
City: 2116 
Let’s peek at life in a major city 100 years from now. Exploring schools, transportation, food systems, entertainment, and much more. 
Query due date: 5/4/15

	May 4, 2015

	The Dominican Republic
	Faces
	The Dominican Republic (Apr 2016)
	May 5, 2015

	Abigail Adams
	Appleseeds
	Abigail Adams [Mar 2016] We hear so much about the Founding Fathers during the American Revolution. But what about the Founding Mothers like Abigail Adams? Who was she, and why is she interesting and important?
	June 1, 2015

	BFF Pets
	Guardian Angel Kids
	(August issue)
	June 1, 2015

	Science and Ethics
	Odyssey
	March 2016 
Science and Ethics 
Science and tech innovators often achieve the impossible. What are some ethical questions that arise as a result, and what’s the best way to discuss and resolve ethical dilemmas? 
Query due date: 6/1/15

	June 1, 2015

	Olympics
	Cobblestone
	Olympics (Jul/Aug 2016)
	June 1, 2015

	National Parks Around the World
	Faces
	National Parks Around the World (May/Jun 2016)
	June 2, 2015

	Olympics
	Dig Into History
	July/August 2016: Olympics (6/25/15)
	June 25, 2015

	Poison
	Odyssey
	April 2016 
Poison 
Riveting stories of poisons in the natural world. Also exploring “poison” in modern life—medicine vs. dangerous compound, forensics, and attitudes toward toxic materials. 
Query due date: 7/1/15

	July 1, 2015

	Math
	Guardian Angel Kids
	(Sept. issue)
	July 1, 2015

	Olympics
	Faces
	The Olympics (Jul/Aug 2016)
	July 7, 2015

	Zoos
	Appleseeds
	How the World Works: Zoos [Apr 2016] What  really goes on behind the scenes at a zoo? How do animals arrive there, how are they taken care of, and what is it really like behind the scenes?

	July 15, 2015

	Fiction
	Guardian Angel Kids
	(Oct. issue)
	August 1, 2015

	Try This At Home
	Odyssey
	May/June 2016 
Try This at Home 
A hands-on issue! Experiments, projects, and ideas for playful science and tech exploration. 
Query due date: 8/3/15

	August 3, 2015

	Sharks
	Appleseeds
	Sharks [May/June 2016] Sharks have a bad reputation in the human world, but how much do we really know about them?
	August 15, 2015

	All About Poetry 
	Guardian Angel Kids
	(Nov. issue)
	Sept. 1, 2015

	High-Tech Athletes (Olympics)
	Odyssey
	July/Aug 2016 
High-Tech Athletes (Olympics) 
In an issue that will coincide with the Summer Games, ODYSSEY explores technology in sports. Special look ahead to the October 2016 Cyabathon, featuring athletes with advanced robotics and/or prosthetics.  
Query due date: 9/1/15

	Sept. 1, 2015

	The Olympics
	Appleseeds
	The Olympics [Jul/Aug 2016] A look at the Olympic games and the people who organize them, participate in them, and win them.
	Oct. 1, 2015

	Angels
	Guardian Angel Kids
	(Dec. issue)
	Oct. 1, 2015

	 Imagination     Jan 2015 

Healthy Fun     May 2015 

Dollars and Sense July 2015 

Cooking Fun     Sept 2015  

Camping          May 2016 

Water Sports    July 2016 

Grandparents   Nov 2016
	Fun For Kidz
	open themes
	no specified deadlines, but theme issues fill up quickly!

	 Sports Feb 2015  

Fun with Words Aug 2015 

Rocks Dec 2015  

Communication Apr 2016 

Summertime June 2016  

Unique Careers Dec 2016


	Boys’ Quest
	open themes

They are always looking for items for Ticklers and Teasers.
	no specified theme deadlines, but theme issues fill up quickly

	Unique and Unusual

Apr 2015

Sports

June 2015

Frogs, Toads, and Salamanders

April 2017


	Hopscotch
	open themes
	no specified deadlines, but theme issues fill up quickly

	Current Needs
	Highlights
	Authors may send their work directly to the editors whose current needs are listed below. Manuscripts should be sent to (Editor's Name), Highlights, 803 Church Street, Honesdale, PA 18431.

FICTION CATEGORIES

Fiction for Beginning Readers (Ages 6 to 8), up to 500 words, Joëlle Dujardin, Senior Editor

•Humorous stories

•Folktales

•Holiday stories

•Sports stories

Fiction for Independent Readers (Ages 8 to 12), up to 800 words, Joëlle Dujardin, Senior Editor

•Adventure stories

•Historical fiction

•Sports stories

•Mystery stories

Crafts, up to 150 words, Annie Beer, Editorial Assistant

We are looking for original crafts that kids can make, specifically in the categories listed below. If your child has made a craft in school, at Scouts, etc., chances are we’ve already published it. Our readers want fresh new crafts and so do we!

· Crafts for all holidays except Christmas

· Crafts from world cultures with a brief blurb explaining the craft’s significance (please include a bibliography)

· Crafts with boy appeal

· Crafts that result in games

· Crafts that encourage play (toys, costumes, musical instruments, etc.)

· Crafts that use recycled materials readily available to kids today

· Please send a photo or sample of the craft with your submission.
NONFICTION CATEGORIES

Nonfiction for Beginning Readers (Ages 4 to 8), up to 500 words, Debra Hess, Senior Editor

•Highlights is currently seeking nonfiction submissions for our younger readers that provide a window into the religious and cultural diversity of America.

•We are also currently seeking articles that focus on animals and their habitats.

•Please include a bibliography and an expert review with all nonfiction articles.

Gallant Kids, up to 400 words, Debra Hess, Senior Editor

•Highlights is currently seeking Gallant Kids articles that feature boys.

•Gallant Kids articles spotlight children who embody the concept of "be your best self."

•"Gallant Kids" are children who, through self-motivation, have taken actions to make the world a better place. While large-scale work is worthy and impressive, it is important to remember that small acts of kindness can make a large impact.

•Please submit the following with your manuscript: a written transcript of the interview with the Gallant Kid, a written transcript of an interview with an adult who witnessed the actions of the child (preferably not a parent), photos, and photo-permission forms.

Science, 800 words (two-page features), 400 words (one-page features), 50 words (activities), Andy Boyles, Science Editor

•Features about kids involved in science

•Scientists studying high-interest animals in their natural habitats

•Short, quick, easy, fun science activities

History/World Cultures, up to 800 words, Carolyn Yoder, Senior Editor

· World-cultures pieces – intimate snapshots of life in another country
· US History – patriotic pieces, presidential pieces, holiday pieces, quirky histories, multicultural pieces within the U.S. (immigrant stories)

· World History – quirky histories

One-Page Activities, up to 275 words, Linda Rose, Assistant Editor

 Of particular need at this time:

· A collection of a few indoor or outdoor games for one to four kids, particularly games with physical activity, creativity, or humor (ex., “How to Have a Great Rainy Day,” “Get Out! Three New Games to Play Outdoors,” “Laugh in Line—Three Games to Play Anywhere, While You Wait”)

· Sets of body-teaser challenges (ex: "With your heels against the wall, can you bend forward and pick up a quarter in front of your toes?")

· How-to activities or tips (ex., a breakdown of a skill in sports, a card or magic trick, tips on telling jokes or cartooning, memory devices to use while studying, fresh tips on speed-cleaning your room)

· Crafts with multiple steps (such as making dried-apple people) or with several variations (ex., “12 things you can make from a glove”)

· All articles should have a clear focus and relevance to kids. We prefer activities that do not require adult supervision or materials kids aren't likely to have handy. We suggest testing your activities with kids, without giving them guidance, to see if your instructions are clear and easy to follow.
Puzzles, Games, Recipes, and Activities, Linda Rose, Assistant Editor

•Logic puzzles, visual puzzles, math puzzles, word fun—but nothing that requires writing in the book

· Puzzles that lend themselves to strong visuals are a big plus! See our "Picture Puzzler" page in each issue for examples.


	updated on 4/24/14

	(annual theme)
	Shine Brightly
	Theme Concept - Who's the Greatest?
Who’s the Greatest? focuses on God’s fame and how He asks us to respond to who He is. Too often our lives shift the spotlight from God’s splendor to ourselves. We choose to take center stage and push God behind the scenes. But when we put God in the spotlight with our words, actions, and attitudes others can more clearly see Jesus in our lives. This season we are focusing on the names of God and how He shines through each of them. That way we will fully understand that He must be greater and we must decrease so others can see Jesus more and more!

 

Theme Verse
He must become greater; I must become less. John 3:30 

Aims

• To teach girls how to make God greater—not by thinking of themselves, but by thinking about themselves less and less!
• To inspire girls to live out the theme and point others to God's greatness in everything they do.
• To help girls grow in a deeper relationship with our great God by studying His names.


	n/a


Last updated on:  11/9/14


